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Mission

Croydon Ratepayers Against Croydon Council (CRACC) has been set up to send a clear message to the ruling Labour regime in Croydon that the people of Croydon will no longer tolerate the maladministration of the Borough, and the creeping urban decay and squalor that is eroding the centre of Croydon.

CRACC will field a candidate on the 4th of May 2006 in the Woodside ward of Tony Newman, leader of Croydon Council, with the objective of decapitating the Labour leadership and reclaiming the council for the people of Croydon.

Background

Nationally the Labour party, having earned a reputation for sleaze and deceit, has proven itself morally bankrupt and unworthy to lead the country.



Locally the Labour party, under the leadership of Tony Newman, has proven itself unworthy to hold office in the borough of Croydon. 



Newman and the Labour regime have presided over:

· A staggering 52% compound increase in council tax since 2003

· The degeneration and decay of the centre of Croydon

· The financial mismanagement by the council. Croydon is on the verge of bankruptcy, there was a gross overspend by the council of £7.4M in 2004/2005

· An increase in anti social behaviour, as Croydon by night becomes one giant theme bar and night club

Council Tax

Croydon Council, not content with presiding over the ongoing decay of this borough, will be putting council tax up again this year.
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The council knows that the taxpayers of Croydon represent an open bank account, which they can raid at will.

· The rise for 2006 will be 6.3%. In case they have forgotten, inflation is around 2%.

· The rise for 2005 was 5%

· The rise in 2004 was 7%

· The rise in 2003 was 27%

These increases, when compounded, come to a staggering 52% increase since 2003. How many of you have had a 52% increase in wages in that same time period?

Despite these inflation busting rises, the council have still managed to bankrupt themselves and continue to waste our money. 


Not very impressive!

Despite its parlous financial state, Croydon are the worst borough in London for collecting unpaid council tax, and the second worst in England. The Croydon Guardian reported November 3rd 2005:

“Figures published this week show Croydon Council is the second-worst authority in England and the worst in London for collecting unpaid council tax.


A comparison analysis compiled by the public services union GMB shows Croydon is second in a league table of 351 English councils which have failed to collect a total of £589,538,530 for the 2004/05 financial year.

It is owed £9.2million and is beaten only by the city of Birmingham which has £11.8million uncollected. It also moved up from last year's second place to become the worst authority in London for collecting unpaid council tax...”

The unacceptably high level of council tax must be reduced with immediate effect. The solution is to cut costs.

Degeneration and Decay

The centre of Croydon, as a result of the neglect and apathy of the Labour regime, has experienced considerable decay and degeneration. A prime example of the decay and neglect being Dingwall Road, one of the main thoroughfares of central Croydon, which now resembles the site of a post nuclear attack.



It is unsafe to walk down at night, yet there are plans on the table to rebuild this disgrace. In fact these plans could be well on their way to completion had the council accepted them.



Why have the council not accepted them?

The council want to build a large sporting arena on the site, for which there is no demand or need, as a memorial to their “benign leadership”. 

The fact that the citizens of Croydon neither want, nor need, this unnecessary erection is neither here nor there. As a result plans that could have regenerated the Dingwall Road area are still being held up in the planning committee, as the council attempt to strong arm the developers into adding an arena.

This is not the only controversial development in Croydon. It is reported that John Prescott, of the national Labour party, had a hand in favouring the £600M Minerva plans for the Park Place development in Croydon; and killed off the rival plans put forward by the local Whitgift consortium, after the Chairman of Minerva lent Labour £1M last year. Prescott denies this and another allegation; he confirmed that he had received the planning applications, but said he felt the decisions should be made locally:

“I passed it over to Croydon and (the other application) City of London Corporation. They made the decision, not me”

Areas of squalor and decay in Croydon can be seen on the website www.croydonsshame.com 

Bankruptcy

It would not be unreasonable to expect that with a compound increase in council tax over the last three years of 52%, Croydon would be financially well off. Unfortunately that is not the case.

The council have managed to squander their revenues, and not use them in an effective manner for the benefit of the citizens of Croydon.

In the financial year 2004/2005 there was a gross overspend by the council of £7.4M. Even the council in their 2004/2005 annual report admit that the Borough is on the verge of bankruptcy. Quote:

“The Council’s financial base remains fragile”

The report for 2004/2005 goes on to state:

“The level of reserves and balances still place the Council at significant financial risk in light of risks inherent in the budget, the level of contingency and the Council’s history of not delivering services within budget.”

In fact, so parlous are the state of Croydon’s finances, that according to the year end accounts for 2005, the council have yet to receive the external audit annual letter for 2003/2004!

Croydon Council has made some effort to cut costs, they have announced the closure of Crosfield which employs 85 disabled people. This is a false economy, as the people employed there will more than likely end up on benefits for the rest of their lives.
The council pension scheme annual report for April 2002 - March 2003 makes interesting reading, as we are being reminded on a daily basis, the slump in the stock market over the past few years has wrought havoc on company pension schemes; leaving them severely underfunded, and at risk of not being able to meet their future pension commitments.

Many private sector final salary schemes (whereby the future pension of the employees is a set percentage of their final salary) have closed their doors to new entrants; in order to ensure that they can meet their commitments to their current members.

Croydon Council operate a contributory pension scheme as well, and have doubtless been worried about meeting their commitments to the scheme’s members. By the way, the benefits to the members of the Croydon scheme are:


● A pension of 1/80th of your final salary for each year of service, plus


● A tax free lump sum of 3/80th’s of your final salary for each year of service


Clearly keeping this scheme funded, and ensuring that it is able to meet its commitments must take up some of the Council’s time. 


The fund, £264m as at March 2003, experienced a fall in value of 28.9% in 2002/2003 compared with the local authority average of 19.5%. As the pension report, commenting on the 29% fall, states “this was well below the average”! 

Indeed the performance or, to use a more appropriate word, erosion of the fund over the last five years has been continually worse average:

Croydon vs. Local Authority Average % fall


1 year 
-28.9 
vs.
 -19.5

3 years 
-17.9 
vs. 
-   9.1

5 years 
- 6.7
vs.
-   1.6


However, unlike many schemes in the private sector, the scheme is still open to new members. Indeed following the implementation of new regulations and a report on the remuneration of Councillors in London, by the Independent Panel to the Association of London Government, the Council members are now entitled to become members of the scheme (and of course draw a pension when they retire at 70). Their pensionable pay is based on their allowances, summarised below


Councillors’ Allowances 2003/04


All figures in £ p.a.


Basic Allowance 



10490


Special Responsibility Allowances 

(paid in addition to Basic Allowance). 


Leader of the Council 



36505

Deputy Leader 




30555

Cabinet members



27778

Deputies 




10322

Chair of Scrutiny and Overview Committee 
23144

Scrutiny Deputy and Vice Chairs 

10322

Group Secretary 



10322

Chief Whip (Majority Party) 


12504

Chair of Development Control Committee 
12504

Chairs of Licensing and

Corporate Services Committees 


10322

Minority Group


Leader of the Opposition 


19050

Deputy Leader 




10322

Shadow Cabinet members 


  5958

Chief Whip (Minority Party) 


  5958

Group Secretary 



  5958

The Council estimates that this largesse cost an extra £250,000 in 2004/05. 


Given the above, many of you must be worried about how the scheme will be able to meet its commitments. Rest assured that you may sleep peacefully, for you see the Local Government Pension Scheme is a scheme regulated by Act of Parliament.


The benefits payable to members are therefore not dependent directly on the investment performance of the fund. However, the Council has to make good any deficit that might arise in the fund at regular intervals. 

This means that if it appears that the fund may not be able to meet it commitments, then the Council must inject extra capital into it. FYI, the Council contributed £13.5m to the fund during the year April 2002 – March 2003.


Where does this money come from? 

Why, that’s simple, from the Council Tax levied on the local residents of course!

In fact as at March 2004 the pension fund deficit stood at a staggering £254M, the council has therefore decided to make up this shortfall over the next 25 years; ie they will increase contributions to the fund, using your money! This will mean an increase in pension contributions of £1M per annum.


That certainly accounts for some of the 52% rise in council tax over the past three years.


It seems, from the above, that the Council is unable to manage the pension fund in as an effective way as other local boroughs.


In view of this demonstration of ineffective management, we probably have little chance of seeing the Council successfully reverse the creeping decay and neglect that is consuming the centre of Croydon. This is a task which requires competence, efficiency and a hard-nosed approach to business and money; something which Croydon Council has demonstrated that it does not have.


The only saving grace for the Council is that, by being able to make up its shortcomings by levying higher Council Tax, it seems to have its own retirement safely covered.
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The final salary pension scheme for council workers should be abolished, so that council workers are on the same level as the residents of Croydon.

Anti Social Behaviour

In keeping with Labour party policy, Tony Newman and his cronies on Croydon council have rolled out the red carpet to the big breweries and entertainment industry; the result being that Croydon High Street, by night, now resembles one giant theme bar and night club.

In fairness, there would be nothing wrong with that if the presence of vast numbers of drunken teenagers did not leave such a trail of destruction and vomit in their wake. This trail of debris is left to the police, ambulance crews, street cleaners, shopkeepers and residents to clean up.
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Labour have, for some unaccountable reason, decided not to lay the extra cost for this at the doors of the theme pubs and night clubs.

Nor do they seem very keen on encouraging other enterprises to open along the High Street. Whilst the High Street may seem to be “vibrant”, the actual money earned by the myriad of bars, clubs and bistros that align the street is barely enough to keep them solvent. The average club, bar or bistro on the High Street stays in business less than a year. This is proof that the open door policy practiced by the council is simply not economically viable. 

Less is more, as the old saying goes.

A greater variety of establishments, which are prepared to pay for the extra cost of the mess and disruption that they cause should be encouraged to establish themselves in the borough.

As regards the conduct of the yobs and thugs who make our streets seem unsafe, ASBO’s are not an effective answer. The only way to effectively deal with a yob is to make them suffer the consequences of their actions and hurt their ego. The use of stocks, for public humiliation and retribution, is the most effective method of educating these yobs that their unpleasant actions have unpleasant consequences.

The 30 or so scumbags that have recently been harassing the staff and clients of Ashburton Library in Addiscombe Road, by amongst other things throwing eggs at people in the library, are long overdue a few days in the stocks where they will be able to experience what it is like to have eggs thrown at them.

Some may try to argue that it is an infringement of their human rights. However, by acting in a sub human manner the yobs have relinquished their human rights!

Pledges

CRACC makes the following pledges to the people of Croydon:

· CRACC will cut the current disgraceful levels of council tax. 

· CRACC will declare UDI for Croydon from London, thus saving the £36M charge from the Greater London Authority.

· CRACC will vote against the closure of Crosfield

· CRACC will place council workers on the same level as the taxpayers and workers of Croydon, by abolishing the final salary pension scheme that the council enjoys at our expense.

· CRACC will fast track urban redevelopment projects, eg the proposed arena development for Dingwall Road will be vetoed in favour of a more appropriate and speedier project.

· CRACC will force new office developments to include well designed, aesthetically pleasing and functional/accessible public spaces in their designs (as is required in New York).

· CRACC will fast track compulsory purchase orders on derelict properties that have lain idle for an excessive period of time.

· CRACC will levy an extra tax on theme bars and nightclubs, to pay for the extra work put in by the police and other services in cleaning up the mess left behind by the patrons of these establishments.

· CRACC will take proactive countermeasures to eradicate the unacceptable levels of street crime, and anti social behaviour that is ruining the borough. Those individuals convicted of such behaviour will be named and shamed and placed in public stocks.

Vote on May 4th
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When the polling booths open on May the 4th

Send the Labour regime a clear message of contempt

Vote for Croydon Ratepayers Against Croydon Council 

Croydon Ratepayers Against Croydon Council (CRACC), reclaiming the council for the people of Croydon.
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